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illustrated. 1819 edition. Excerpt: . . . the government of kingdoms8. Hitherto the Egyptians had proceeded ; and
had Moses come to them, and could only have assured them, that he had received a command from God in a
dreamj or by a vision, or by a voice, or any other revelation ; neither Pharaoh, nor his wise men, would have
regarded him at all, but have concluded, that some natural prodigy had happened; for such they would, most
probably, have imagined the bush on fire to be, and have supposed that Moses had made a political use of it ;
and for this reason Pharaoh bade him show a miracle ; knowing, that if the Deity really sent him, he could give
this proof of it. Hereupon God enabled Moses to work several very extraordinary signs and wonders, such as
had never been seen or heard of in the world before. Upon seeing which, Pharaoh very naturally consulted his
Magi; and they tried all the mystical operations, and examined all the schemes, which their systems of science
furnished, to see whether these things could be done or accounted for by any natural influences, or human
learning ; and aHer several trials acknowledged that they could not, but that they were the eIect of an
omnipotent hand, the finger of God9. But IV. If the Egyptian magicians had no mystical 8 Existimo jus augurum,
etsi divinationis opinione principio constitution sit, tamen postea reipublicas causa conservatum ac retentum.
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