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consideration of the scope of the traEicking problem in many countries. The release of this years report has
already generated many re-sponses from a number of countries on Tiers Two and Three, in-cluding Japan,
Malaysia, Greece, and Turkey. We are meeting with each to discuss the report and to suggest concrete follow-up
steps. Just as the report has already elicited feedback from countries listed in the report, it has also generated
considerable reaction from activists in this country as well as Members of Congress. I ap-preciate and indeed
share the fervor that so many people bring to this issue. Let there be no mistake about it. We are all in pursuit of
the same goal, namely, the eradication of traEicking once and for all. In response to some of the criticisms I
have heard expressed since the release of the report and in anticipation of some of your questions today, I wish
to address some of the criticisms that have been rendered. First, I have heard some people say that placement
of certain countries on Tier 2 constitutes their receiving a passing grade. The legislation calls for three lists.
Countries that are in full compliance with the acts minimum standards merit a Tier 1 ranking. Coun-tries not
yet in full compliance but making significant eEorts are on Tier 2. Countries neither meeting minimum
standards nor mak-ing significant eEorts to do so are placed on Tier 3. Countries with some of the worst
trafficking problems are also some of the coun-tries making a significant effort to combat that. The two are not
necessarily mutually exclusive. There is no...
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