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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Poems by Two Pals Two reasons for the
encouragement of the writing of poetry by college and university undergraduates at once occur to anyone who
is interested in poetry: one is the evident fact that much excellent verse has been written, of late years, by
undergraduates; the other is that, in a period when some literary forms bears the hall-marks of paganism and
destructive radicalism, poetry is still, in the main, sensibly idealistic Not more than a score of years ago an
undergraduate who sought to cultivate the poetic Muse wrote in privacy and secrecy. With a sense almost of
guiltiness for pursuing something so irregularly outside of the curriculum, he breathed no word either of his
achievements or his hopes to anyone, unless it were a fellow-student, and so he got little or no criticism that
was at once mature and sympathetic. He never dreamt of publishing, unless it were in a college journal. Later,
when shades of the prison-house began to close upon him, he became absorbed in new issues is life, forgot his
earlier devotion, and possibly deprived the world of one more note of cheer, beauty, and optimism. All this has
been changed. The writing of college verse, or rather of verse by college students, is rapidly coming into its
own. Courses which provide a technical equipment are now given in most universities; criticism may be
obtained for the asking; poets of recognized worth and achievement have even been brought into residence in
some college communities to aid and inspire. The results have been gratifying, for poetry of genuine worth and
beauty has in this way been produced. About the Publisher...
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