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Excerpt: . . . 11 the strategic equation will enable the Bush
administration to achieve substantial flexibility in shaping a
smaller, more modern nuclear force. Another obvious
justification for moving beyond the ABM Treaty is the very clear
technological feasibility of deploying a national missile defense.
In 1972, such a de-fense was little more than theoretical.
However, since that time, the technology for shooting down
incoming warheads has matured. After countless, successful
tests - including the one ten days ago - there no longer is any
question about missile de-fense being workable. So, Ronald
Reagans dream of a global missile shield is now within our
reach, and I am among those looking forward to the time when
every nation acknowledges that ballistic missiles are crude and
ineffectual relics of the past. The day is finally arriving when the
American people will no longer be threatened by nuclear or
biological missile attack. Yes,...
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