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affected ordinary Floridians - whites and blacks, perpetrators, victims, and enforcers. He contends that
although the frontier determined the enforcement and administration of the law, the ethic of honor dominated
human relationships. Although indictments for crimes against persons were far more frequent than those for
crimes against property, the punishment for the latter was more severe (except for murder) because such
crimes violated the South's cherished code of honor. A sparse, rural agricultural population valued a personal
integrity that included a strong sense of economic morality. Honesty and truthfulness were traits not only
desired but demanded. Stealing was a violation of that trust and received society's sternest punishment.
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