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newspaper that lies on the table yonder, Mr. Dinsmore said to his little son. The child, seated in his own little
chair by his mother s side, was listlessly turning the leaves of a picture-book. Elsie had just finished her
recitations for the morning, and was now sitting on the other side of Rose, taking a lesson in fancy-work. Mr.
Dinsmore had spoken in a pleasant tone, rather of request than command, yet Horace, though usually ready to
obey promptly and cheerfully, sat perfectly still, as if he had not heard, or did not choose to heed. Horace, do
you hear me? Go and bring me that paper, said his father; and this time the tone was one of stern command.
The child s face instantly assumed a stub* born, sullen expression, while he neither moved nor answered. Elsie,
pale and trembling with apprehension, gave him an entreating, her father an imploring look, which neither
seemed to see. Mr. Dinsmore was regarding his son with a look of stern displeasure, and Horace s eyes were on
his book. Horace, dear, do as papa bids yon, said Rose, with gentle entreaty. Leave him to me, Rose, said her
husband; 1 have given the order, and I am the one to enforce it. Horace, obey me instantly or I shall whip you
till you do. At that stern sentence Elsie almost cried out in fear and dismay,...
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