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is not a static measure. Sanctuary from the terrorists of the 21st century demands a new level of vigilance to
protect the public from known and emerging threats. Heightened awareness of new threats and proactive
countermeasures are particularly imperative to protect critical infrastructure facilities, fixed assets of
enormous importance to national economic and social well-being. Of those, civilian nuclear power plants stand
as highly attractive targets of terrorism. Today, we ask if Federal regulators are demanding the physical
security and preparedness enhancements needed to protect public health and safety from nuclear terrorism.
Recent reports suggest the answer may be no. Although specific to the Indian Point reactor complex in
Buchanan, NY, observations by the General Accounting Office GAO, and to a private security firm point to
systemic weaknesses in nuclear incident response planning that have implications for every community within
50 miles of any of the Nations 64 active reactor sites. A release of radiation caused by terrorists is a unique
event, one that requires acknowledgment of the distinct factors and fears that will define the public response to
such an incident. Yet the chairman of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission NRC, recently wrote, Necessary
protective actions and response are not predicated on the cause of events. | disagree. That view overstates the
reach of an all- hazards approach to first responder capabilities and ignores the obvious need to
accommodate unique causal elements in any effective response scenario. Just as flooded roads will alter an
evacuation strategy, transportation routes flooded by the spontaneous evacuation of frightened families will
impede response to an attack on a nuclear plant....
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