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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt: .started the van jerked a bit over the crossing or a badly-
packed sleeper, and just as one of the swells was going to pick up his cigar, it slipped, fell upon the top of my
box of powder and then upon the floor, and the sparks did fly! No wonder you felt bad. I feel for you now, I do.
It makes me dry. Stop! Worse is to come -- worse. Pass the bottle. Wait a minute; I can say no more until I have
loosened my collar. Well, true as I am here, if there was not a fizz, a few grains had got loose. My box had a hole
in it; a knot in the wood had shaken out! I knew the fizz was not like that of sporting powder, but my powder --
and to think there might have been a train self-laid right up to the bottom of the box! Providence again. Shake.
I m hearty to you. It must have been an angel that broke the train of powder, for on looking carefully about I
saw a dozen or more grains. Luckily for me, the guard had his head out of the window all the time, as the
whistle had been sounding. The swells only laughed at the fizzle. I did not; I knew what a fearfully narrow
squeak I had had. I expect they thought it was a match end. However, I have had a life of narrow squeaks, and
so I got over it pretty soon, and said, The next station is mine, gentlemen! I moved my box a trifle, and noticed
there was a bit of paper on one...
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